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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE GUIDE
FOR YOUR

ACCESS ROAD

OPERATOR:           DATE:           

TAX MAP KEY OF PRACTICE LOCATION:           

NRCS OFFICE:           PHONE:           

A properly operated and maintained access road is an asset to your farm.  This access road is
designed and installed to provide a travel-way for equipment and vehicles.  The estimated 10-
year life of this installation can be assured and will be increased by developing and carrying out
a good operation and maintenance program.
Here are recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program.

OPERATION RECOMMENDATIONS

� After each large rainfall, inspect the roads and perform the needed maintenance.

� Limit livestock use to periods that permit usage without damage.
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MAINTENANCE RECOMMENDATIONS

� Maintain the roadway surface in a good condition, which includes periodic grading.

� Prevent surface ponding by grading to remove depressions.

� Inspect culverts, roadside ditches, water bars, and outlets after each major runoff event and
restore flow capacity as needed.

� Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetative coverings.  This includes reseeding,
fertilization, and controlled application of herbicides when necessary.  Periodic mowing may
also be needed to control height.

� Fill low areas in travel treads and re-grade, as needed, to maintain road cross section.

� Inspect roads with water-bars periodically to insure proper cross section is available and
outlets are stable.

� If fences are installed, they shall be maintained to prevent unauthorized or livestock entry.

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OFFICE FOR
ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE YOU MIGHT NEED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN.
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